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all Chriftescrue ſubſtantial Ordinances, 
for.bis Churcþ-yifible and politicall ( chat is indu- 
ed with.power of outward ſpitituall Goverg- 
- © memt) yoder'the Goſpel 7 chough the :-/. 
..- * 1 fame doediffer from the com- * - * 
'. 4, , mon orders of the, 
-_ ..; - + Lo 


i 5746, 


' Publiſhed for the clearing of the ſayd 


| Noveltie,and alſo of Separation,and unduti- 
|. © fulnes to the Magiftrate, which their © 
© -%" raſh ddverfaris doe fly 

| C52”, Taft wpon them. 


©_=-g- 2, Ec,whodobelceve&pro- 
NYE felSitto beneceſſary both 


(WY for theglory of Chriſt; & 
MARS for the aſſurance of our' 
7) owne ſoules, toobſerve. 
> andkcep Chriſts ſubſtan- 
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under'tht Gotpell)doe jud 


i. allnweninallplainenes, wherein particu- 
Rtty'we doc' conferit.and doe fully agrec 
with the publique. Churches.in Englad. 

2. And wherein wediſagree and differ fr6 
; 3- the doQtine pnbliquely received. And 
- ._ alfo finally ro ſhew the inforcing reaſons 


tharhane dy Ven; & COmPENeU' us to take 


tis way which:weedoc. _. .. | 
PR NES the firſt of theſe. we pro- 


nedly and hattily agree toall the civil au- 
thoritie , Mapiſtracie, and Government 
as itis received and tandeth by law cſta- 
blj POND 29.! the; Land , holding it .a.moſt 

ence againſt. Almighty God,, if 
= eohoula 'mot with all readines & 


( ji 6 aftively,or paſtively)thereunto. 
Moreover wee doe likewiſe proteſt, 
have. refuſe” -not an occa(] 10n.to com>, 
NUnicate,. with, the, publique, ordinary, 
- . CORAIEE pL aſſembled. for the cx-. 
SHER giondn England: viz. where 
neyther 
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os worſhip for ny 
7nd reaſonable-to:-pubhſh'and teſtifie to 


; x + 0 I Godand men that weunfay- 


EH arall rimes:ſubmibtin all things 


' neyther quraſſent, nor ſilentpreſerre's | 


- meanes-of ſalvation under the Goſpel}, 


given to any:mecr& humane'tradition. 
And we agree willingly to all the articles 
of faithand religion publiquely received 
and mainteyned among us: onely excep. 
ting thoſe points which hereafter folow 
mentioned,and are diſtinly ſer down ip 
the particular Articles of this qurpreſcnt 
Confeflion and Proteſtation. Ty 

- 2. Thentouching the ſecond thin&a- 
bove mentioned, that is, our difference 
and difagrement from the done reccis 
ved publiquely in this land, thus we de. 
Clare and teſtify.in the preſence of God 
and men, that mcerely being conſtrayn- 
ed by the cleare and unreſiſtable evi- 
denceof Chriſts goſpell, ( which fayth — | 
*wee ought rather to obey God then * .U8. | 
men )Jand'hot moved by any other con. 12% þ 
ceite, or vaine fancic, we differ and dif. E 
agrec from the ſayd publique doctrine, | 
in Eight and Twentie ſcverall Articles, 29. -Ar4 
all of them' being of very great impox- *#**+- | 
tance, yea moſt of them both ſubſtantial 
matters.in Religion , and-.alfo ſnegiyll” - 
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"Thi Anids; -wheteiri onely wee . 
diſſent 'from the publique 
Eccleſiaſticall order , 

_ anddocrine in 
England. 


I.” of Chriſt offices ; namely his Pro- 
pheticall and Kingly offices. 

2. Ot thealſufficiencie of the Scripture. 

3. Of Chriſts true viſible Church genc- 

4. Of Chiiſtes true vittble politicall 

© churchin more ſpeciall manner.. 

5. Of Synods and Councetls. - 

6. Of a Catholike or Univerſalt Church 
politike , that is indued with 
power of outward (piriouall g0= 
verament . 

7. Of a Provincial Church indepen- 

| dent. 

8. How true viſible roliiine: churches 

are inEngland., - 

9. OfL. Archbilbops ,andL. Biſhops 
Dipceſan 20d Provincial 

- 10. Ofthe making of Miniſters. . 

Ile Th our Communicating with the 
| 3; _ 
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::. 42+. Touching Phuralitic Paſtors, and 


_ 
. 


7 Nonrclidents, - 5 one 
13. Touching Diſcipline and Cen- 


"E ſures. aged a ; | UL 
| ©». #4+ Touching the number of Paſtors. 

 tneach Church: and of the Paſtors ordi- 
nary power and authority in managing 
the Churches ſpiritual! affaires and go. 
yernment, _ DOG 
| + I5. Touching the prophaneand ſcan- 
/* gdalous Mixtures of people in the Con- 


'- grecgation. - ; 
» . I6, Of humane Traditions. 
| - 4.17. Oftraditions Apoſtolike. - 
18. Of Prophecy. | 
... 19. Of reading of Homilies in the 
| Church. _ 
... 20. Of Chriſts deſcending into Hell. 
” - 21, OfPrayer. | 
|  <. 22, Of Holy dayes ſo called. 
23. Of Mariage and Burying,& chur- 
 ching, as it is called. | 
_ 24+ Of Miniſters made allo Magilt- 
++ ' ates by the State, _ 7 
|, -1 35, Of the gifts and Offerings of the 
| YALL — A 4 27 faith. 


26. 5a rail 1444 Ty Fg fitteſt 


and ue, and neceſiatie maintenance. 
+227. Of the civil Magiſttatts duery & 
charge ſupreamly to. overſfe and vrder 
| his eb ina matrers\, , yet but 
civ as 

'-— 28 Touching the neceffity that lyeth 
upon us(notwithſtiding)to'obey Chriſt 
rather then man, ( when they differ-) in 
our uſing thetrue, and refufing the con- 
wy ecctefiaſt icall ordinances above ſpc- 
cifted. 


« Chrifts Offices, nth FO Priphetieal 
| and Kinely Offites.. IF 

7. Wee beletve Chrifts-Prophetical, 
and Kingly Offices even. in outward pi 
Tituall { or retisious) matters t9 be ab(0- 
lute and perfe&t.. Where note that wee 
underſtand ontward fpiritualt matters 
( or religious ) ro be outward” matters 
uſed in the exerciſe of Religion, not for 
any natural[ reaſon, ior forany civill uſe, 
_ butmeere voluntarily; .chatis ſachthings 
"therein, as are oof the authors mecre vo- 
| luntary 
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_ perſons oppoting againit us, .doaccourit 


LU 
& 4 + 
Ley thn 
FEatr3 7 
Cn ARS 


: 
, La 
1 


'thar maketh not the matter. 


- chemfelves, viz. b 
ea ly As 


tlicſeanythingrarher,thESpirituall mat- 
ters; yetſurely.we hold them to be ſpiri- 
tuall and religtous ſeeing they are volun- 
arie inſtitutions vicd onely inand forthe 
exerciſe of religion , andare appropria- 


| ted thereunto; Alſo theſe outward mat» 


ters (we believe) are ſpirituall and religi- 
ous unlawfully and falſely, which are of 
mens inſtiturion: they are lawfully,juſtly, 


and truely ſuch, which are of the inſtitu- 


tion, and appointing of Ieſus Chriſt. A. 
gaine where theſe men doe {fiy, They 


neither intend, nor teach theſe things to 


Weanlwes, 
They are 
ſuch in the very nature of the thinges, 


be ſpirituall or religious. 


'notwirhſtanding. For mens wordes or 

- intents make not the nature of theſe 

things , neither can they alter the ſame. 

- Men indeed make theſe things in the ex-. 

-erciſeof religion falſe, and unlawtull, in  ' | 
_ *as muchas they come meerely fro men. ;.: - 

- But ſpirituall and religious they are of | 
cing ſimply voluntante , 


otdinances 
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| | 37. 
| .r, 43, 18 iS written. * Icſus Chriſt the fonne yel- 


endinmnce dppropriated tothe affaires of 
Religion; as they are.. In the appointing 
therefore oftheſe outward (pirituall mat- 
ters (and religious) we believe(asis ſayd) 
thoſe offices of Chriſt to be moſt abſo- 

Jute, and perfe&. Indeed lo perfect in c- 

very ſuch particular now, fo alſ{ufficient, 

and ſo neceffary to be ſubmitted unto of 

all Chriſtians,as the ſayd offices of-Chriſt 
were under:the. Law. - Webelieve that 
Chriſt in:theſe things ( no leſſe then in 
mattets inward concerning religion) 1s 

. the. foundation ro the. whole building 

_ even of his viſible and politicall Church 
now under the Goſpell, as well and as 
throughly as he was under the Law, ap- 
Pointed by God overallthings (yea all 
theſe things ) as the head to his ſayd 
Church which is the fulneſſe of him that 
fillethall in all things. :.. And ſo wee be- 

$ Heb. .lieve Chriſt our Mediator (in the kinde, 


_ and nature of his offices) xo be not chan- 
f 52 7. ged (much-lefſe diminiſhed) but altoge- 


19. 14. ther the:ſame-unto us now, as he was 
heretofore to his people the Iewes; as 


Ty Ws _ _terday, 


t 


* terday;ta day,andforever.\ Yea we are 
wife, we ſhould rob Chriſt of his honour 


_ partof the higheſt ſacnledge that can be, 


 areco6tradiced by ſome, who ſay plaine. 


| bee the Prophet, King and Prieft to his 


| of theviſible adminiſtration thereof,and -4e"*- | 


perſwaded, if we ſhould believe other- 
and give his glorie to others, which is 2 
And therefore where in this Article we - 
ly that Chriſt-in the Goſpell rhough. he 


Church, yethe is not the onely, or ab- 
ſolute: Teacher, Inſtitutor, King, and 
1 Lawgiver, of his outward Church, nor 17k 7 
tamely not inrheforcrehearſed outward 57,7 
thinges: And likewiſe that Chriftians Powell 
now havelibertieandfree choyce for the 946: | 
faide outward thinges in the exerciſe of þ. 
Religion, till mans Authority do deter- 
mine them; and thatthen ſuch outward 
things are neceſſary tobe obſerved, but- 
nototherwiſe. This we cannot conſent. 
unto: but we renounce it, as highly de» 
rogating from the true , and dur offices, 
and honourof.Chrift, asis above ſhew- 
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yer-scumy 1” IDEs 
"24 Wee believe rhe-holy Seriptares 
Aliſaffcitncie even inthe-ſayd outward 
marters (pirituall, now likewiſe, as well 
AS'it was believed and profeſſed by all the 
faithfullunder'the Law. - And bh that 
reaſon wehold this fenſe- (which indeed 
wasandis the onely true ſenſe) of the 2. 
commandernent, viz.that'(rouching the 
generall marrer thereof, or generally ) it 


' -  Cohtainethonely in the exerciſe of Reli- 


gion fieeari avoluntary Ordinances (that 
15) havine no cauſe fot their ſayd uſe nei- 


_ ther irs civility , nor in naturall Reaſon; 


burthemcerewilloftheAuthorof them. 
Yea we believe , that ſuch ordinances 
both outward, and mward, private and 
publique doe: wholly make the 2. com- 


-mandemment,'bottin'the affirmitiveand 


"NegRive'pare. They againſt us abroade 
in-theland hold not this ſenſe of the 2. 


fan :; <6mandetnent; bur deny it. As likewiſe 


(with tike'difhonour +>/Chriſt , which 
Wee noted before, and with no Jeſſe diL. 
HFace to his word)'they deny the Allſut- 


Acicncy | 


cy cyofholy Scrip tures inthe | 
ba) gintes. (as we lice) of IT, 

_ Chriſtian Religian, and moſt. _—_ 
and;ycightic underthe'Goſpell. They: 

* caltchem circumſtances & Accidents to 
' Gods worſhip., But moſt unjuſtly. The 

Srripture indeed ſerveth not to ſpecific 

1 circumſtanccs, or Accidents. Wee wil- 

| lingly agree tothis. Neitherdid itſo at 

any,time, As namely not under. the Law. 

Bur wedeny this conſtantly (being there- 

in well aſſured ) our matters in contro- 

| vcrlie; are not circumſtances, nor Acci- 

* gents.in Gods worſhip : And therefore. 

| alſo not.indifferent. A circumſtance is, -F cs 

which. of it ſclfe and by the very nature ; fon 

| of it hath ſometime, and'to ſome per-'*? 

| ſons aelpfull, aprofitable, and necdfull 

uſc of Gods worſhip, yectis notany part 

of Gods worſhip, nor perpetually fit,nor 

| tccxcly.yoluntarie,-nor uſed onely ther- 

in. An.acerdcnmt'is, which being no way. «4» 


the. 790% ſhip of God-(and that-which is a _ 
part ofit) i 15 of 3, [OItes. | Either 4 thing 9. 
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a part of Gods worſhip is ſometimein 1 it, Arch: | 
+* ſometime not; -> &- inatter ſubſtantial i -—_ be 
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after bart in cont Df Ne ec 

Gods worſhip, and yct a meere volunta- þ, 
ric ordinance therein. 'orathing having | ! 
abſolute neceflitie in nature and naturall. | 
reaſon to be a part of Gods worſhip. or [I 
otherwiſe whichbyrheScriptureisplain- 
Iy commanded or forbidden in Gods 
- worſhip: Our matters in controverſte 
are all ſubſtantiall, of one of theſe 3. later 
fortes,& namely of the firſt. And there- 
fore whar foever of them is lawfull muſt 
be commended to us-in the Scripture. 
Elſe they are all unlawful; finnefull, and F 
wicked. The ſeverall pointes we ſhall { 
herepreſently note in particular(atleaſt) 
namely theſe which follow. 


of Chriftes true viſible Charch {| 


— gemeraly. 


. 3. Weebelievethat (for more cleare 

underſtanding) Chriſts true Church is 
..: tobe noted, and conſidered 4. wayes. 

J * Zpbeſ. Firf# Chriſt hath a trne Church* Inviſi- 

YM 3-15+ 

A Heb.r2. 


ble, which is the Univerſal number of 
his ele. Secondly, He hath a Church 
1 ' - Militant 


 Mitzntconfidered mecrely as itis fpro-40,1p. | 
" faſing; and ſufferingzthatis,as the ſeve- 13. 
" rallmembess doe profeſſe the true faith, **e:. | 
and doe endure; the. oppofition. of cne- 7 || 
niics for the ſame. Thirdly, the church fl 
is: taken; for. a Chriſtian Emily ſo well Al 
, fiuctured andordered in Religion, that j 
they are# like, ynto a litle Church. Soa + 1Cer; || 
Church is figuratively , and metaphori. 25-15 id 

_ aallyitaken...; But none of all theſe is to ***_ ll 
# our purpoſe. . ' Fowrthly, The Church is :ar.ibid: | 
f taken as rhe ſame' is politicall,or indued i Mets | 
with power of outward ſpirituall policic, 57+ | 


1 Cm 


and adminiſtration of Gods holy ordi- , 7" {| 
nances, the meanes of ſalvation formens 13..44 ji 
ſoules. Now this Church under the *-2% | 
'4 Goſpell ( and with this conſideration) 
 $that which onely we doe here treat of, 
| feeke,anddefire. And wee believe that 
_—__ forme of this, that is, Chriſts 
viſible politicall. Church under the Goſ- 
pell, and the particular kinde of Govern- 
ment thereof muſt be of divine Inftitutt 
on, they are matters ordinarily neceſſary 
ro Saluation, & they are matters of faith, 
matters of the 2. cOmMAnGIE, #2 


£ » 
TT 


per x moſerte'T Lan? 
—leanees, nor Accidants,cnorIn dite- & 
# nori#tall changeable by the dfſcre- 
fi of meh. 'But we believe that theſe 


rematters&fSubſtanceih Relion: and 
that by theſe-thitigs ofie viſible polieicall 
'8 Crit differeth+& nally or ſubſtanti.- 


ally from ahother, £6 wit, Abi nature; 
_. id kinde of the outward ſpititmall:Ad- 
- inifttarion theteof "2 As. largely the 
' Texves viſible politicall Chinchignderthe 
* Pawe; did ſbRanrially Unfer from'the 
' [Chriſtian viſible political Churches! un- 
-' der the Goſpell.  Andzather the pro- 
"per Diceeſhs: i:ahd Provincidll and Ca: 
tholike Chureties fince/ Chriſt : doe ſo 
differ from'the churches whichare but 
ordinary Congregations indepeuderit. 
Moreover Laymg'on of handes (Heb.'&, |} 
>.) tr for the forttie of making \ Minifters | 
tinder the Gofpell;is coutited one of the | 
fix'foiidations & principles offaith there |. 
E425; Which then requireth that. 

the whole outward Tpititoal admis 
fs ration; arid government of Ohriſtes 


Church 


* that allwho of ſimplicitie doeerre in this. 


c Fe " Corigcipleofchriſtizn faith,or- | 
iy neceſſary, & forcyer unchange- 
Wee doenot here think 


— fo ndation and principle of faith are of 
eceflitie damned. Wearenot of ſo rigid, 
= og ſeverean opinion. .But we therefore 
uy it as a foundation and principle of 
; Aaith, becauſe it is ordinarily neceſſarie 


4 0 falvation: , and for ever unchangeable 
0 - bymen.' Thus ſtandeth our faith in theſe 
Pooimes, fo that they which. hold con- 


| \ _rarlly, to wit, that theſe things are but 
" - circumſtances i in Religion, & accidents, 


| . ordayneable, and changeable by men, 


even-from one forme to another, doe(as 


r we believe) erre greatly from the trueth. 


£5 
3. 
* 


WES DE C briſts true ve viſible (that is, por 


of Chrifts true viſi a 1 tical Church 


' 238} 120JE ſpec; manner. 
4 Wee believe that the nature & eſ- 


Ixical Y 


ſ Hiicall)-Church dnder the Goſpell is 2 
| © free congregation of Chriſtians for the 
ſervice of God, or a true ſpirituall bodie 
politikecoteyning no more ordinary Co- 
gregations but one, and that indepen- þ 
dent. Wherein chiefly 2. pointes are {7 
x, to be noted. Firſt, thata true —_—p | 
liricall Church under the Goſpell is bur 
one ordinary Congregation: And this is 
to be feene plainely in theſe ſcriptures. 
eMath.18.17. & 1Cor.5.4.12.13.69 1Cor, 
11.19.20. 1Cor.14.23. Againe Atrars, | 
Adt.2.1.44. At.6.2.3.5.0. Ad. t5.22.25. 
Alſo A&.14.27.0 AfF.15.30. Moreover AF. 5 
20. 28. &f Att.14.23. Gal.1.2.21.& 2 Cor. ſ 
$.1.& Rom.16.1. ff. « 
© Theſfecond point here to be noted is, 
Thar by Gods ordinance, this one ordi- 
nary congregation of Chriſtians is a ſpi- 
rirualt bodic polirike; and ſoit is a free | 


2 


congregation independent. That is, It 
hath from God the right ard power of 
ſpirituall Adminiſtration , and Govern- { 
mentin it ſelfe , and over it ſelfe by the 
common and tree conſent of the people 
independently, and immediately under 7]. 
"1 | Chriſt, , 


" Ps. | 


rule of the Golpell. 
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18.17.18-07.1 Cor.j.12;13. & 10.15. &f 
9123. 2 C0re2 8. 2T hef. 3.6.14. Af. 
Fc3:5.0. & Afb.14.23. Hh.r. 23.20 Ars. 
£4.25. & 1 Theſ. 5.21. & 110h. g.1, Rom. 
16:17. Call 4.17. 2. &. 3 10. to. Gal. r. 9. 
Gal.z.1. Gal.g.26. -, 


of Synods, and Councells. 


... 5. Howbeit weacknowledge with all, 
that there may be, and that on occaſion 
there oughtto be on earth a confociatio 
of: Cangregations or Churches, namely 
by way of Synods: but not a ſubordina- 
tion, or ſurely nota ſubjecion of the 
congregations under any higher ſpiritu- 
allauthoritieabſolute, ſave onelyChriſts, 
and the holy Scriptures. They who de- 
ny this , mainteyning a Dioceſan and 
Provinciall (and neither wee nor they 


themſclyes know wharuniverſall) viſible 


politicallChurch both proper and repre- 
fentative, doe herein vary farr from the 


= BI 


Of a Catholikt ,-or Ynbverſall Church poli- 
' tike, that is induced with power of out.. 
ward ſpirituall Government. . 


'''6. Itis demanded; doe weedeny an 
Univerſall viſible - Church - under the 
Goſpell? Wee anſwer, yea. Under the 
 Goſpell Chriſt never inſtituted, nor had 
any one Univerſall viſible Church (that 


is Politicall) either proper, or repreſen- 


- tative ; which ordinarily was to cxercife 
| ſpiriruall outward government, over all 
perſons through -the world profeſſing 
Chriſtianity, No ſuch "Church (ſay 
wee) isfoundin all the new Teſtament. 
Therefore we now cannot acknowledge 
any ſuch. 11 


Of a Provinciall Church 
| independent. | 
© », Itis marveyled, why we. likewiſe 
deny, that under the Goſpell thereis any 
 rrue viſible poliricall Church, Provinci- 
all or Dioceſan ; ſeing ſo we ſhall deny a 
true viſible political] Church to be now 


in England, becauſethe Engliſh Church | 


_ (as 


{as commonly i is holdeny. is propetrlya | 


8 _ - 
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' neither any ſuch is found any whereſct 
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DioceſanandProvinciall, ora Nationall 
viſible politicall Church. We anſwere, 
For our parts we acknowledge there are 
many true viſible, yea politicall Church. 
es.in Englandin ſome degree, & in ſome 
reſpeR: yet in deed we deny alſo a Nati- 
onall, a Provinciall, & Dioceſan Church 
under the Goſpell, to be a true viſible 
politicall Church (whether wee meane 
the whole body, or the repreſentative 
part of ſuch Churches) though the pub. 
like practiſe among us, doth hould them 
for true politicall Churches. The rea- 
ſon why wee deny theſe allo, is, Becauſe 


. 


downe in Gods word of the new Teſta- 
ment, even like as there is no Univerſall 
Churchvifiblepoliticallthereſet downe. 
But onely a free Congregation, or ordi- 
nary Aſſembly is found in the new Tef- 
tament, as a litle before is ſhewed, 


How true wifible politike Charches 
are in England. 


« $: And touching the true viſible po- *F 
y By : liticall , 
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are in England; wee profdſe and declare 


 inthis manher. Namely that each com- 
pany of true viſible Chriſtians aflociarcd 


rogither in one place (viz. a Pariſh) and 
profeſling to ſerve God according to his 
will , in faith and order ſo farr as they 
knowe ( ſuch as rhere are many in Eng- 
_and ) the ſame is a true viſible politicall 
Church in ſomereſpect; thatis, Though 
not in' reſpe@ of the order of rhe ſtare 
(unleſs-indireQly and .by accident to it) 
after which they walke,and under which 
they ſtand .in ſpiritual] bondage: yet in 


; ChriſtdireQly they are free, And fo di- 
realy and eſfentially they are a true po-' 


liricall Church, as they are a company of' 
true viſible Chriſtians united by their 
owne.confent to ſerve God, as ahtle be- 
fore isnoted. And thus they have tree 
powtr'of ſpirituall outward governmEt' 


__ among themſelves, though they profeſ- 


ſedly practiſe itnot, But(cſteeming them 
by Gods word in their dire& praQiife 8 
ſtate according to the publike procee- 
dings, they are not a true politicall 
| Church 


. Church, nor free (direQly)as they ſtand 
under andjoyned tothe L. Biſhops ſpi- 
' ritualldominion over them. Which bon- 

- dageand want of ſpirituall freedome in 
|” themſelves our godly people generally 
ſeenot: nor this, That. ( in right from 
Chriſt )they have this freedome to be ex- 
empted from the unlawtull domination 
ofthe L. Biſhops aforeſayd. Neither 
think they ſo upon this matter as they 

.. ought, and as the perill of their foules re- 
| quireth, Howbeit, yet all this ( as * we # Prov. 
| Judge)doth nor fimply difanull thatpeo- 77 "** | 

..S& 65 CO . F . | | 
ples-being true viſible Chriſtians with us ;;, b 
(ſo long as herein they erre but of igno- i 
rance) northeaſſemblies from being true 
viſible politicall Churches in ſome re- F 
ipet and degree , as before is ſhewed. = 
And therefore we comunicate alſo with l 
them on occaſion, as before likewiſe is 
ſignified; viz. while in ſuch communica- 
{ ting wee countenance out no evill thing 
inthem, which in many places, and ma- 
 dvytimes we need not doe. Wherecf we 
3 ſhall preſently fee further in Art.rr. fol- 


- lowing}. 


of L. Archbiſhops, and L. Bi-- 
ſhops Dioceſan, and _ 
Provinciall. 


9. Wee belicve, that the ſpirituall of. 
fice, calling, and power, and adminiftra- 
tion of L. Archbiſhops, and L. Biſhops, 
Dioceſan and Provinciall, with their in- 
ferior Hierarchy ,. is contrary to the Ec. 

t iTheſ, Cleftaſticall order, 8& ordinance of Chriſt 
5.21, Cſtabliſhed in the new Teſtament, and 
Rem. not to be communicated with. The 
: 761, proofes whereof doe ſtandon the groſids 
1. At. of the 4. Article before, and on thoſe in 


14. 23- "2 lh "76 
#6" yt the 10. Article next following after. 
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"Hy Bo ' To. Wee believe, that the eſſence of 


Pet.5.z. Miniſters calling under the Goſpell, is 
1 wil theT Congregations conſent. Wel peake 
©...3, ofthe ordinary Miniſteric, eſpecially of 
2: Paſtors. Anditis proved thus.  What- 
F >. foever & efſentiall in making ofa Miniſ- 
ſl. 2: 7: ter, at ſometime, andin ſomeplace, the 
[] 28. zo, fame is eſſcntiall ger. But the Congre- 
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andin ſomeplace. This is without quelſ- 
tion; viz. in ſome places it was, when 
Chriſtians came firſt out of the Anti- 
chriſtian tyranny & bondage of Rome, 


Alſbas it may happen it is now, and may 


be hereafter in like caſes. Andalſo inthe 
firſt converſion of the Indies, and other 
infidel] Countries. Which even our Ad- 
verfaries (as they muſt needes) doe con- 


feſſe. Therefore the Congregations con-- 


ſeat is eſſentiall ever, and every wherein 
the making of a Miniſter. Many thereare 


by whome this concluſion is denyed; - 


They hold the authority and conſent of 
a former Miniſter, to be eſſentiall tothe 
making of a Miniſter : And fo they de- 
rive & hold the Miniſtery of the Church 


- of Chriſt with us, ro come (as touching 


the eſſence thereof ) ſucceedingly fron 
Antichriſt the Pope of Rome. Indeed 
there are but onely thefe 2. wayes (net- 
ther can be ) to make Miniſters to us eſ[- 
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ſentially: And therefore intruth we con- 
_<ludea Miniſters calling is eſſentially al- * 
 wayes from the Congregations conſent. 


+ +* 
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"Far 2nyldnfill anthority herein from 
*, Ce. the Pope, Weacknowledge * none. And 


$.1-26 ich all upon this ground, Wee (for our - 
partes)canfot but believe it to be ſimply 

ynlawfull, and finfult to ferch, receive, 
_ yeaorto ule a Miniitery formerly recei- 
ana cIPeclauly DY-tNECEXKprele- OÞINIiOoN 
that the Minitery of Englandeſcend- 
eth-from the'Pope) -beſidetthe-maintey- 
ning of Romes pride," the foreſhewed 
, ordcrof God, and the Churches true 
k tbe right ſpirituall 'is moſt plainely violated 
S"- ghd defaced,ye and (as. we doubt) our 


. 
8 4 


bie © __ ;moſt. deeply -indangered of our 
nic. Hyves by the * Lawes verdicte in therigor 
þElx. thereof - Becanſe the Soveraigne.ablo- 
73+ latenes and independency'of our Land 
_ © and; Countrey in -{pirituall. things, 'is 
greatly impaircd,abafed, 2nd diminiſhed 
Gatthy ;-voiey no moreof it. Finally - 
 Uportthispround wealſo.believe,.that a 
= Miniſter:({6 reputed); withour any Pat» 
7. C. ticular flocke; is indeed "no Minifter,.. 
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.receivedis anullitie in thatreſpet. 
#7 Secondly , this receipt in a Pariſh mi- 

'- Miniſterie-in him in every reſpect be. 
v f&: Fj . . - 
| fides-; thatis, it maketh not voyd all 


_*truenes of Miniſtery in him , as abclie-. 


} /ving Congregation ( howſoever) con- 
- fenteth to have him, and uſerh him, for 
"their Miniſter. This conſentof the.god- 

Iythere (howſoever it be mingled other- 

.. Wiſe with errour) is not wholly voyd- 

; '-1 Thirdly , concerning Us, when 'or 


| tothatwhich is true in the ſaydMiniſte= 
/ 1; andreſtify in the beſt marmer we can; 

that{owedoe;, alſo ordinarilyleavingthe 

{ - +pariſh. congregation and Miniſterte.for 
'" thattheirerrour,andother ſuch like; and 
-, With Ee 
es - ok : ithne 
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br. Firſt, we believe thatto thinkwe 

' F*:oe, or-can receive a Miniſtery eſſential= | 
_ byfromaformer t Miniſter or Prelate(in + Hebr; | 
jefe.dayes). is an errour, and the thing 77+ 


{Miſter withus makethnotanullirieof the 
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th therein with our ſelves,thisquitteth 
us (as we firmely believe) and ſuthcient- 


| ly maketlr uscleare from all evill , and 


appearance of evill in this matter. 


+ » Laſtly, : It being no evillnor any ap- 
pearance otevilljuſtly in us, to joyne to 


the Pariſh Congregation and Miniſteric 
in ſuch-reſpet , -and ſo farr forth onely, 
as is aforefayd; weought (as we beheve) 


joync, andf we inne if we doe not. 


> T ouching Plarality Paſtors, and 
11 _  Nonreſidents. TN 
12. We belicve Plurality-Paſtors,and 


Þ- Nonrefidents to be directly contrary to 


the order of God in the Golpell; And: 
therefore: that now they are ſimply un. 


 Jawfull:: and likewiſe deputed, and ſub-: 


ſtityted *Paſtors by private authority, 


ſuch as our Cutates are; And meere 


Eecvurers are little better. : 
. T anching Diſcipline and Cenſures, 


'T3s/Wee believe the true adminiſtrivg 
ny . * of 


\.% 


ſometime on. waightie occaſion ſo to 


Say tree :ind:conflantly-the fimple |. 
eru 'M 
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'. 24. Wee believe cach Church ought 
20 have one Paſtor at leaſt: and that they 
ay: have moe then one, if the number 

"ofthe Church, and their meanes be fite 

þ Hforit, and ſuch plenty of choice may be 

' had, Howbeit we judge that it is beſt, 
| . and moſt agreable to thelaſt Apoftolike 
| practiſe, that even where many are, yet 

that one have (during life ) a precedencie 

{., . and -prioritie in order ,and place (notin 

el. 2.1.06. 

Touching 
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ENRON 
_. goegarions | 
- not tobe lawfully done by anabſolut 
. Dioceſan or Provinciall authority ; that 
- ;if itbe without any neceſſary concur- 


conſent alſo. And thereforg 


power CF authoritie in mana- 


ging theCharches (pi. 


| _ Power ) before thereſt. Rev 


rituall affaires & 
Government. 


rence of conſent of that Congregation, 
which it chiefly concerneth. 


' Touching the number of Paſtors in each 
-: . , Church: & of the Paſtors ordinary. 
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Churchpoyernment, we believe (whe. F' 
ther they be in cach Church fingle, or #3 
moe then one) they have all that they } 
have, and nothing more, then what the . 
Congregation doth commit unto them, 
and which they may (when need requi- 
reth) againe take away from them , Yea 
totheir utter depoſing,and alfo rejeRion 
out of the Chutch ir ſelfe, if fuch nece(- 
ſitic be.” Howbeit otherwiſe while they 
are approved and ſtand in their place, we 
judge cach proper Paſtor may and ought 
to be truſted by the Congregation with 
the. managing of all points of their Ec- 
clefiaſticall affaires and - government {o 
farr, that he with his afliſtants (when he 
hath any) doe execute and: adminiſter 
the ſame: yetſo, that in matters of waight 

the wholeCongregation doe firſt under- 
ſtand thereof before any thing be finiſh- 

ed; and thefinall at be done in the pre- 

ſence of the whole Congregation, and 

alſo thatthey (the fayd Congregation) 

doe notmanifeſtly diſſent therefrom. 


Touching 


w F p at as « Ia 
Py ” 47 
« T4 = 
- 
i. 
GA 
: 
5-4 
% 
£ 
/ 48 
2 \ 


x Us5. Ws W* 


1. of people in the 
ONgregnion... 


ww pigs 33 E —- s 7 & ww T 
"294 TEAR 1 068- - 
1 , a a 'Y 4 
* ' 


| *15-Weebehieve concerning mixtures 
 F oftheopenprophanewith ſome manifeſt 
© godly Chriftians , in a viſible Church, 
though at once it dath not deſtroy efſen- 
tially, nor make void the holjnes of that 
 wholc Aﬀembly ,: yet trucly it putteth 
that whole Aſſembly into a moſt dange- 
, Tous and deſperate eſtate by ſuch their 
confuſion, and by fach extreame perill of 
- Jurther infection , eſpecially if they doe 
* Jong tolcrate the ſame among them. In. 
much that what ſoule foever in ſuch a 
Church ſtate defireth to be in ſafety, 

- -Dight with all diligence to leavethat ſpi- \# 
_- Maall ſocietie wherein he ſtandeth thus, M3 
and joyne to a better :\ Seing under the "ſ 
| Gofpell there are more free ſocietics of 
_ Chriſtians, mo viſible Churches politike, 
. then one ina Country , and ſome more 
fincere then ſome : Andall true Chriſtt- 

- ansare c6manded of Godto keepe their 


* owne foules ſound and cleare from con- 
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viſible Clutches Gs 
mingled of bad and good, of open pro- 


pie and godly togither: 'for who can 
firein his boſome , and his clothes 
riot he barate: And whocan touch pitch, 
and'not bedefiled therewith? And who 
can eſcape;but(ina while) alitleLeaven, 
will leaven the whole lump, much more 
will it{o-come topaſſe, where there is a 
en quanritieotLeavefor alitle Dowe, 


now withus it is, wherefore in ſuch an | 


inevitable.preſent danger of our ſoules, 


doubtteflewe oughr to leave the worſe 
focietie; 'and to enjoy:one thatis & may 


be ſincere. For by. no meanes may we 
dare to be of ' no viſible Miniſteriall 
Church; if bur 2. or 3. - where we live, 
tan'be gotten to conſent and; joyne to- 
geither inthenameof Chriſt, andi in the 
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SdnB) are (now under the Goſpell, even. 


#like as they were under-the Law )un-- 


Fo IG : 


Þ -radithes, and falſe poſitions, and crrors.in 
f- the worſhip of. God. © And tharſfimply- 
" weEought not tobepreſent- inthe prac- 
ting of them, unleſſe we might conve»- 
itently reprove the ſame. 'Wee much 

miſlike therefore thoſe who hould (at. 
46ſt) ſomeſuch to be now intheſe rimes 
{+ both tolerable and profitable in Gods. 
-, worſhip. Nay:;we bclieve all Ordinan- 
ces. freely and voluntaiily inſtituted in 
the exerciſe of religion to be indeed(and 
' ſotoberightly named )Gods worthip et- 
ther-true or falſe, bcing (as they are) the 
Proper matter, contents, and parts of the . 
JecO; 1d comandement in the decalogue; 
- whichalfobeforc is ſignified in the ſec6d: 
+ Article;”- This doctrine they who admit 
| not, dooerre not alittle even in the very 
naureand definition it felfe of theſayd 
worſhip of God, and inthe kindes and. 
parts thereok; we meane of Gods inſtitu- 
{ted worſhip. Some particulars ofrheſe 
FE C unwritten 
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__-ulprritten Traditions: are; «: Cathol;ke., * 
Charchpalitike,aProwinciall politike church 
independent : the proper. affices of their 
government , :and: rhe Forme and parts 
thereof. Befide, theſe alſo are: The Cope, 
and Sarplice; the: Croſſe in-Baptiſme, Knee- 
ling in the Communion; and thelike. All 
which-beingin Gods worſhip, and per- 
tinenr to it ih ſpecial] wiſe, and meerely 
of mens voluntary inſtitution, we there- 
forerenounceanddoe utterly condemne 
as mens inventions ſpirituall , and will 
worſhip. 
le » | 


. }', Of Traditions Apaſtolike. 


- 17. We beheve that every ordinance 
or inftitution Apoſtalike (and-that muſt - 
unto us out of holy Seripture beproved. 
tobe ſo) is.divine; that is ro-lay, of dji- 
vine Authority, :inſtituted of God, ſim- 
ply unchangeable by men,and ſuch, that. 
of right it ought-to be uſed perpetually, 
& univerſally among; Chriſtians, unlelle 
_ God himſelte {by-his owne worke) doe 
letit, and make it voide. They therefore 
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xe ati much who, hould. 7; that:it.ig 

vg Ny in he Churches power —— i 
_ tet and. #ake away ſome thing (which 
| _—_ n of ſpiritual and eccleſi aſticall 
uſe) appointed by the very Apoſtles,and 
that mentioned in the holy Scripture: 
And they. alſo erre no leſie, who ſay that 
ſomething truely Apoſtolike may be 
proved ſo to be by Traditions onely, 
without Sctip ture: * 


_— 


of Propheſie, as the Apoiie calleth it. 


18, Wee believe thatthe fobas. dif- 
creet, orderly , and well governed exer- 
ciſe of expounding and applying the 
Scriptures in the Congregation, by the 
Apoſtle called Propheſying, & allowed 
expreſſly. by him to any underſtanding q 
member ot the Church (but * women) t 1Cer- i 
is lawfull now , convenient, profitable, "6M \ 
yea ſomerime | very neceſſary alſo in di- 7 5 
verſe reſpeQes; The Churches order and verſ.314 
_ allowance therein foreach particular per- 
ſon ſo imployed, being firſt had. For it _ "r Th 
being lawfull privately by ! private moti- , p«..4i 
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be 
' 


: ofchisEngliſh word Hell we believcthat 


'_ " omeitinuſtneetsbemorelawfullinpub: 
- like, when it is ſeene needfull by the 
Church, and is' performed under the 
Churches order, direction , and judge- 


ment. 


O the reading of Homilies 
ſ in the Church. 


19. Wee believe that with us the rea- 
ding of Homilies in divine ſervice is not 
Jawfall , but very unmeete for the con- 
oregation of the fairhfull: namely where 
it is held for competent without the im- 
ployment of a preaching Paſtor ; where 
as a Paſtors diligent, diſcreet, and judici- 
ous preaching, and applying of Gods 


word, is the power of Gad unto falvatis 
ordinarily. Neither doth every of the 

-” "allowed Homilics in every pointe con- 
x + —- tcyne godly'doctrine. , 


of Chrifts deſcending into Hell. 
20. After the uſuzll and c6mon ſenſe 


1 


x HM $. fe; a .. 


 eranſlated, whereitis ſayd, Chriſt (be- 
thgdead) deſcended into, Hell. Forthe 

| -Scripture ſayth onely (and ſo likewile 
doe the originall words in the Creed fg- 
tify .) that he was then under the pow- 
er of death. And was inthe place, where 
all other the godly deceaſed were; And 
that is all, Ly - Ny 


Be: - a Prayer, 


21. , Wee belicve concerning prayer: 
that though eyery t forme of prayer pre- f:cb-s. i 
ſcribed by men benotabſolutelynorfſim- 22: 39. 
ply aſinne, neither(as we judge) an Idol, _ 
nor an inyention of man, nor a tranſ-.s:. {| 
grefſion. of the 2. commandement , yet Ht '$ 
wee conſtantly avouck and profeſſe a **' ?* 
preſcribed Leiturgy, ora booke of com- 
mon prayer by comandement inforced 
upon a whole Church rightly conſtiru- 
ted,tobcuſedRillinthe very ſame words 
_ Whenſoever they aſſemble { in compart-, 

ſon of other praying) is not ſo profitable 
| - but rather huctfull in many uſers of it, 
oz a Bo as 
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think itany way covenſent for ourſdlves, 
nor meete to be impoſed} or tobe fo rc- 
ceivedinany well onſtittited Churches: 
much lefle,, to be im poled on a whole 
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| - Wee bdlieve thahundet the. of: 
pn Aitnreianor any holy day, (\beſides 
the Lords day) not avyfaſtity day; OF 
">: zlavies conftarit;artliniary;and gn DIR 
7; eafons; or tines of the yeare continual: 
> Hytbbeobſerved.':All{uch obſerving of 
Þ Irfeswebelicvec ts againſt Gods word, 
iD, *novxonely as bcihg teligious ordinances | 
$3 inftiracd by: men( neverehoughton by, t Math, 
_  Chiriſtnethis Apoltles in all their fime; 55213 
"phil yep-had: the: © Holy Ghoſt leading ' 


of all trurh meete-for Chriſtian # job 4. } 
14 26, 


ppleſind/had:more-reaſon to inftirure 25-& | 
"ther ohi wee ) butalſoas being diret'y gc" 
[  - fOtbidd&n in the 4. Commandement :3. | 
NB ryetltroGedfaying to man, ' Six dayesthow * 5x19 


Ki | S 9' labour, and doc allthat thou hait todoe, 30e Se 
ayrh therealſo;, but ret the S caventh, 


wh _ forfo tid God himſclfeatrerthes. dayes 
4 oY oY creations 


+1 
7 


% 


Ie 


follow. NowthisDivine appointmct 
of aSeventh day onely to be kepy holy, 
wee plainely (ce to be (for theeqtfty, & 
proportion, which is the ſubſtance ther. 
of ) a very Commandment of God unto 
us ſtill: And therefore of all men to be 
perperually obſerved. Howbeit it God 
orthe Apoſtles had ordeyned (beſide a 
5«day)any other holy dayes particularly 
inthe Goſpell, as God and his Prophets 
elſe where in the Law did ordeyne fome 
beſides the Sabbath then (natwithſtan. 
ding'this Commandement ) we would 
neverrcfuſe ſuch holy dayes now; over 
and beſides the Lords day. ' Butrhatin 


_ © theGoſpellwasnot done;the Goſpellno 


where ſheweth any ſuch matter. There- 
fore we believe itnor, we cannot now 
butrefuſe it. And yer againe, Dayes of 
thankſdiving, or faſting, whichdy men 
are appointed upon ſome ſpecialloccaft- 
on, and are to be uſed accordingly; thar 
is, for the ſayd ſpecial, and particvlar oc- 
cafionsſake , and onely for a ſcafon:con- 
venient and fitting thereunto (but in +> 
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1. 23+. Concerning making of mariage, 


 andbutrying the;dead, webelleve that 
. they are no ations of a Church Miniſter 


|  butcivill. Neither are Miniſters called 
| .toamy- ſuch buſines : Neither is there [0 
| muchas onecxampleofany ſuch practiſe 

: « -- oi book of God either under 


off 
ell 


” 
, 
& 2 pl 


F- (becauſe. they are;no-aRtions ſpiritual) ' 


4 RAN Dies Soon theCongre- 

_ anion IofRefnitine Miriage-,) we teſtify 
"Ira W6bUHieve'thatthiy: doe morhing 
therein, neltheread ;imrbleſicthis.ordi- 
nance of God; as likewiſe they doe ſome 
re tationofa Mapiſtratcyvhey 

wt eſldivtallyirondizutc cither of 
them: - "And tor Churching of women, 
1theWHE — ound Fortit in | * 
eaſbi!avall;ſpecial ++. 

'Þa ofthe Mi- |. 
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: "nhl eff fila f wm of their tablaneo wager 
byS#&'ahdofetings;- { 14519 27 
by ben imosare: os 
| God;they ate Godyproptely a0d ſpeci 
*Mlly- belonting Da Th ore PIRY 
Joie alfarhc Seen to tharpatri- 3. 2.9, | 
MM of Godytt whickthe 5 | 
RS Waintehs hom. ESI 4 
"THF Src hot meere almes; bat-(frR) 
<iid #tfigncs of truc lovers: God: chews 
y iremeceflary mens and\duties tes 
RY-by God "for the ſuppotration; * 
mance, antlpholding of theſtyd 
Gore and of the ſi Acere  worthly of 
Refdin, 1.0296 
eRgifrs arid; offering are mmverdly | 
voluntary ;/yea every'timethe 


| d- , free k _ . by, P [ 
tas eommerh to God with them *: 1 7 re. 


«92. "FATE dofFetings ate 9reall fa, +5, | 
cies: 16:64 pandipar &8- oFhisholy _; 2; 


4h s 
bo LY = / " 
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bh , worſhip and ſervices! "Allo, aheet 
WR 


hs. 
Ws * 


hey 16, 234 th ' 
are ---.: 


are givenand received. they are holy and Wa 
[® Zevie. conſecrated things) not goods for ' com- |þþ : 
a7: mon ſecular uſe, | 
od. 1396. Thele gifts are fomeordinary,g& ſome 
13. extraordinary; 3 alrite. 
«15. -- Fac time of offcting theſe ordinary 
giftes is every Lords day. The moſt fitt, 
:,andcomely ſcaſon ;#nd; place for it is in 
---the. holy: Aﬀembly;. then when the 
1... Churches uſe is ro.performeit. 
e.c - | Neyenthcleſle they. whagre on juſt | 
occaſion any ſuch dayabſent, onghtall- | t 
wayes to lay aſide for. God and. for his* | 
fervice; their portion ,- or rather Gods 
pou ; and portion :. and in duetimeto 
riog;ot-ſend it, Which is no leſſe ſanc- 
7 tifyed tothe foreſayd holy uſe; andac- 
ceptable to God',-then' if che givers:then 
had been preſent. : 
:Theſe gifts though they be free and 
voluntary.in the givers touching the par- 
, - ticylgequantitic; yet tharthey doe thus , | * 
* give &offer every Lords day ſomewhat 4 |Þþ | 
#2 Cr, (cither mare, or lefle)_is F a very com | - 
36:2-' - mandment of God, and a fruit of necel. 
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FRIke quantitic is thus farre pointed at 
Me Scripture, viz: Accordingas the 
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| Lord hath proſpered every one. And 
 Tomeatein high grace with God, who \ 
give ta Godout of their penurie. . 
;- Theperſons,whoaretogive theſe ho. 
lygiftes, arcall and every member of the 
Church, except onely thoſe that receive 
maintenance therefrom at the hand of 
the Church. - So that all the Churches 
members are givers, Or recelvers, 
 - They that receivearethe Poore, and 
' the Maniſtets of the Church. | 
1 Extraordinary offerings and giftes 
(which ſome .out of ſpeciall Zeale to | 
| Gods glory doe offer beſides the ordina- S 
_ Iy) ate for theplace, time, kinde, and } 
quantitie ſuch as each giver {ecth God 
may bethe more honoured thereby. 
The ordinary offerings in the aſfem- 
bly areto-be received by the Deacons, 
committed into the hands of the! Elders, 1.48: 
and with their direction to bediſpoſed of a 30, 
; by the Deacons. * | wha : .- 
_- The Comandment of the Apoſtle to 14, '"'M 
*the Church of Corinth. r Cor. 16. z. 2. B 
3 Concerning 


f- 


. 


” _ hwfull. Theſamedoewe judgealſo of 
_ - --niſtersofthe Goſpell eſtabliſhed by tem- 


Cocetaiag l eeaheri fortheSainas, 
s heottey ned mthe Checks of Gala: 
tiaaMo, viz. Every firſtday of the weeke 
ler every oneput/alide by himſelt, and 
lay up as God bath proſpered him This 
ſhewihg whatthe Apoſtle then required 
of the for an occafionall relicfe of other 
brethren farr off: from:them , doth ſhew 
morethar he requireth them thus to doe 
for:their owne conſtant, ordinary, and 
neceſſary ſupportation, & maintenance. 


of T. tthes, & the Paſtors fitte#i, and due, and 


neceſſary maintenance. 


26: Wee believe that Tithes for the | 
Paſtors maintenance under the Goſpecl| 
are-not the juſt and due meanes thereof. 
Howbeit . yet we doe not think theſe 
Tithes abſolutely unlawful , if they re- 
maine voluntary : but when they are 
. made neceſſary, we think them not fo 


. whatſoeverother ſet maintenance for m1i- 


poralLawes. Wegraunt, for the Minil- 


cells | yr 


ſecurity, fach clablihed intenic. 
} {4 beſt: bur for preſerving du Recor 
$7 the Congregation - in Reli- 

p10Nn; and ſanctity in the wholeflock, the 
Cengregations voluntary & conſciona- 
ble: contribution for their Paſtors ſuſte. 


- nance, and maintenance is doubtleſs the ::+ Þ 
 fafeſtand moſt approved,nay it ſeemeth, - * Ii 
the onely way: wherewith the Apoſtles _. } 
cauſed their times to be content: neither © { . | 


did they take carc fdr other order herein: 
which certainely they would, and ſhould 
have done, if other order had been bet- 
ter. 'Onely they are carefull(and that ve- 
ty.religiouſly)commanding all Church- _. _ 
| es of conſcience and duety to: God to . | 
give. (nor ſparingly, but liberally, and 
nat as almes , . but as ducty ) for the up- 
holding, advancing, and countenancing 
of the holy. worſhip, and ſervice of God, . 
which is :cither. much ſtrengthened,, _, 
or weakened , much honoured, or a- _ +, 
baſed amongſt men, according as the 
| Paſtars maintenance is. Tothis eod teny 
deth that which is written: t ho goeth t 1 Cor 


1 warfare at any time on his owne coſt? Thou ah «| 


qe? ... ſhalt 


Goſpel! ſbo 


| thepeople ro mainteynwith their 
their miniſters . And { in the Goſpell) | 


of mweeel the ed 
xp out the Corne , If wee have ſowne 
aro Jos, ſpiritual things , i it 4 great 
thine if wee reap your ual things? God 
hath ordeyned that they which preach the 
wid live of the Goſpel orellc a 


people (. herein negligent ) * robbeth 8: 
ſos; leth their God, will a man ſpoile his 
. God: Whetrfore thonour the Lord with 


your ſubſtance, and with the firſt fruites 


of allyour increaſe; and*let him that is 
' taught in the word , make him , that 
caught him,partaker ot all his goods. Al- 


. ſoevery one as hee foweth +fo hee ſhall” 


. feape ; And*none may appeare before 
- the Lord emptic. By all which it is ma- 
niteſt,that Almighty God commandeth 


their maintenance to be free; yet honeſt, 
\. liberall, and plentifull : that *they may 
be incouraged i in the way of the Lord. 


of! the civil Ma giſtrates duety, and charge ks 


overſee and order his Churches in 
[pirituall matters, 


he ou nat 


27. Wee” 


pp! Wer belive thibbie/imdallinne ||| 
© vvle Churches ought tobe:bverſeenc,  *'Þ 
Fa# kepr' In;god order', -and peace, 
' Foushtto begoverried (urider Chriſt) 

j both ſupreamely, and allo fuibordinately 

| bythe Civill Magiſtrate: yeain cauſes of 
 religion-when needis; By which right- 
fulfpower of-his, he ought to cheriſh 8& 

- Preferre the godly, and religious; and to 
paniſh/(as truth, and right ſhall require) 


| theuntraRtable, and unreaſonable, How- 
{| beit yetalwayecs but Civilly: And there- 
forewe from our hart moſt humblie doe - 
- Geffre that our gracious ſoveraigne King — | 
would (himfſelte ſo farr as he ſeeth good, 1 
and farther by ſome fubfticured Þ civill f Sup: 
, Magiſtrate under him) in elemency take 1 
this fpeciall overſight , andgovernment lat. 
of us, to whoſe ordering and proteQion 78-12. 
. wee moſt humbly- commir oar ſelves, 
acknowledging that becaufe we want 
the ule of this'divine ordinance, That 
therefore moſt greate, and.infinite evills 
| | dothtous; and'even tothe whole king. 
+* dommedoth enſue,and alſo becauſe of the 
» ſpiituall Lords theirgovernmet over us. 
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[X Bid. *doethinkitinjur 
12£-"*- ſelves not ſmall, it the King ſhould ſub- 


TY, & Negative: 


ſirure civill Magiſtrates to-rhis buſines, 


- yer (as itis ſayd) thatis Gods owne or- 


dinance; and'todoe otherwiſe, namely 


' to\commit-cither ſpirituall or civill g0- 


vernment (viz. Dioceſan, or provinciall) 
to Miniſters of the wotd, is cvill; and (as 
we believe ):a dire cranſereſſion of ” ' 
text on the Gol] pell above md, | 


7 lrg the neſſ ty, that heth upon ts us to 


7 Chrift rather then man in 0ur u- 


Jing of the true, and in refuſing 
_i the Contrary ecclefaſticall 


 -Ordimances above 


3 Peegfs d*. 


-28.. Wee belicis that by the word of 
God all Chriſtians are bound (cach one 


Py 


_ forhis qwn part) to keepe;& obſerve ac- 
- tually, and perpetually the Affirmative 
_ eccleftaſticall Commandements;and or-+ | 


dinances in the- Goſpel,;as, well as the | 


And notwit ting the ſpiritual Lords | 
and wrong tathem- || 


-. Negative: 'Thatis, ſo farre asone perſon 
F ib cab to performe.the ſame, fingly 8 
© by himſelfe he ought ſo to doe; & where 
 fomenumberare required (& are ready) 

forthe obſerving of any {uch Commane 

dement, there cach chriſtian (which can 
: be preſent with;other) ſtanderh bound 
to give his conſent, &to make onewith 
thetntherein. Alwayes after the beſt or. 
der they can, and namely that maine or- 
der which: is in the Goſpell.: notwith- 
ſtanding whatſoever mans forbidding, or 

whatſoever affliticn inthe world ſhould 

followe upon it. . -.. 

But that, touching the uſe of Chriſls 
_  viſthle politicall Church under the 

Goſpell, viz. A free independet co *© 
gregatio (preſcribed inMar.1#.17.) Mat. © 
( isfuch an AftrmativeComandmet 28. 17 BY 
,  - &Ordinance;and itagreeth to that f 
. .orderafore named,as wee {ce in the 
1]  Scripturesalleagedfor the 2. point 

 _ Þ. In the 4. Article, _ HE.” 
f. : - Therefore every Chriſtian is. bound 
FF by Gods word to keepe and obſerve the 
| - -famepetpetually,ſoasis before declared. 


caſio requiring )viz.totellſuchaChurch, 
and to heare ſuch a Church . Therefore 
all are commanded and ſtand bound by 
Gods word (fo as before is declared) 
perpetually to have ſuch a Church , and 
tobe members of ir firſt, :: 
'* Ma, Furtherall ſimply are comanded * to 
28. 20. doe whatfoever Chtiſt commanded the 


: Joh, 10d faſt thar which is good. And to* try 
4.r. the ſpiritcs whether they be of God. 
t Rew. And, ' brethren marke them diligently 
76-17- which cauſe deſfjentions and offences be- 
7 ſides the dorine which yee have kear- 
' "ned, and ayoid them. Theſc duties we 
may very well doe according tothattrue 
orderaboye noted, it we enjoy ſuch a vi- 
fible Church (a free Congregation) as 
is before deſcribed: But wanting ſuch a 
Church, ir is not poflible for us to doc 
them with any good order, as is ſhewed. 

| Therefore weall are fimply commanded 
to enjoy and uſean independentChurch 


deſcribed; 


exerciſing /ſpirizuall government ( a free” 
x ongregn t0N )*according as is: befqre_. 


t :T5ef. Apoſtles, and to Þ try all things, and to | 


"oe z3.that we may obey God and 
| FW p | *. « HE 2c fend nd: - - —_— bu . 
eepe his Commandement given us in 


laces of Scripture. Which we 


_— 8-45 ; hs 
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*: Likewiſe * allare c6manded to ſtand * Gal. ih 
Aſtin theliberty wherewith Chriſt bath -*- } 
"madeus free, and not to be intangled in ji 
the yoake of bondage. Out of ſuch a vi- ſ: 
. fible. Church (a free Congregation) we 
cannot poſſibly obſerve and keepe this 
. -generall Commandement orderly & or- 
"adnajily.), but init we may. Therefore 
here. we are commanded allo to be actu- 
Ally.in ſuch a viſible Church,a free Con- 


£ 
- 


Br ation, and to ule the ſame. 
. Againe all are commanded f to ſtand ':The/.i 

faſt, and.to keep the Apoſtles Traditions ?''*- 

and Ordinances. Bur this forme ofa vi- F 
ſible. Church is one maine, and ſubſtan- # 

+ tiall Apoſtolike Ordinance. Therefore | 
_ . we arcall comanded to obſcrve & keepe # Heb. 

| It, namely ſgas before isdeclared. , 3 - F 
 *, Againe all are commanded to * obey ,.,,.*| 
_ their Paſtors , to follow their fairh, to ! aluhy 
,-, make much of ſuch, to ' ſceke firſt the £37. 
Kingdome of God ; to © make our cal-,, ,,, | 
op D 3 - Ing, 


be 
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ling, n 
inthe true outward way; To obſcrvethe 
2. Commandementin all the parts of it, 
a maine part whereof under the Goſpell 


government. 


x - 
Fo «4 


ought to hold and keep moſt firmely, 
whoſoever gainſay it, becauſe in this ef. 
Jem. tare of a' Church, rhe f protnifcs of God 


; Eph. direQly and orditarily. And there isno 


conſtitution of a Church,” Wherefore 
. and taith of gracc and ſalvationweoughr 


Luk. alſo that * willingly to refuſe 'and'omite 
- 27. the ſame, is no leſle then daitrnation to 
_ any man. - ET. 
Thus then inall theſe ſo waighty points 
we are clecrely comidedto obey 
_therth& man. And God comandjng us to 
feare, & to love, and toſerve him, hecs- 
mandcth us the nttcſlary meanes;'% way 
_ of doing ſo, even that Church)tn anidby' 
which 


and eleion ſure, (viz« Yby walking 


is this forme of a viſible Church , and 


Laſtly this ordinance of "Chriſt we 


323 aregivenand received; andno whereelſe 
:2- promiſe to any indire&t andatcidenrall 
this direct and ordinary tneaties of hope, . 
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T ach is. Wherefore we are all Bqund | 
ith all care: 20 .bcarken to al; expreſſe Þ 
precept.of the Holy Ghoſt: - concerning. | 
cycmthss\pornt; laying; 7:3 vI58 896 PI. S—_ 
ralkerzee in its Ys 230 the Harmony,” 
of Qodfcffionsiteachethy,vizs: :Eharthis Gn 
—_ _— -notwithRanding men 4 Coife 
ight ſhallfay nay- _ 1 one 
b _ (wirh þ das depend; ng 26, 
(6m en themy arc our differences, even Duc. 
| 137 all the marters. whencin we diſſent 7\ I 
| :\2\from therufpall and common op1-: Helvet 
; cAnjohamongusintbis Land. - $.u8; 
(x 4303. | eA-flays — 
eV3V \Novrtherpfote (to.cometo the 3. 
| and aft \point' \of'this our Profeſtation): 
weedemaind andelvecarncitly crave of. 
enttyindifferent chriſtian to anſwere us2:.. 
whole falſe things : haye: wee here afhit«: 
Ly ay on our part is evill? What, 
Wold D £ | is 


$ wickedin allthiszIf nothing;as wear |. 7 
frmely, perſfweded-iry-our [foules tha f| + 
there jsnothing; Ther we pray; and car. =: 
_neſthyinzrebrr (inthe bowells of mercy.}... 
_ inleſus Chrilty2utryonerp pardon out 
_ Conſcientes,7 it thatthus:doing. wee 
ſtand/toighv8 ARantl:ob&ditnec. to our 
Heaveiily4jertand Savionrinhisowne 
_ Commiaiidements), -and Ordinances ::| 
\ .. whichalfowge'das,that wemayaticreby | 
(as bythe: onely truexdinþlere.meancs ) 
" #x 6b. get f aſſurancU/of ſalvation to ont fouls, 
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_ trplaine, and weknowtwelh, chat novthe: | 
__ ralkers; nor diſputers of Chriſts will bur 

. © thedoers thal be ſaved;(yra thaughthen' | 
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- we ay hey Yy that will not. CO 457 
._ _ -þWhereforewehumb vray every —_ | 
righe-harted ſervant of God to confider, | 

- | thatit.is nor poſſible for. us- ( Knowing. 
.-,_ that which we.know ). to give this we; 
rehearſed us obedienge;unto, Chrift,' 
-_  buthy walkingin this: way, which-wee: 
. doc: Which alſocannathe bur &rft by. 
.._ eechewingthe cvill.; andthen bydoing; 
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- ofdinary and conftant members”? bur 
' members in them occaſionally:we zefuſe 
' no#to be, ſeing ih/'them we finde (in ma- 
ny places) very matty rruc'viſible:chrifti- 
vi: with whomſwe cannot "{ as we be- 
lieve )* deny /publike cotumunion abſo- 
lutely; ; andteref6re on occaſion weof- 
fer 4oGttimmunicate with our fayd pub-- 
like con ene" ( or pariſhes). as be- 
fofewe ave profeſſed; raking God'to» 
rn * a b 
no pride of neal at) 'meere 
_ ot of: Emin wel ductic todb - 
 Ghfththis ord; as webidlieve c 
 IereſiWede) and to ſubthitruntobis 
word, and'ofdeyneld mranes, &to keeps 
bis ediniiandements, and>&4voide abi- 
affine which otherioi 
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| "Bit rinnifelted we be found ſanding: 
J ina wrong way contrary to Chiſtes ſa-- 
cfe& Ordinance, as we believe this Dio-' 


ceſan politicall Church is;  * -*: 
Secondly henceitis, that wedo jo 

(cach perſon onely himſclte) humbly, 

and obcdiently to the evident way of the 


Gofpell,the moſt certayne truEChurch.. 


eftateſet downe in the NewTeftament 


| by Clitit, and his Apoſtles, narfſely, to 
afree Congregation: Whichernthes be- 


fore (ſpecially in the 4th. Article) wee 
have ſufficiently ſhewed ; binding our 
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ſelves to procecde ſimply, and onely by 


this ſure rule, and thercin to perſevere 


untill death: or elſe (when wee ſ{werve) 


' weacknowledge our ſclvesjuſtly worthy 


of the fearfall Cenſurc of Excommunica. 
tion trom rhatholy ſociety of Chriſtians, 


' whereinto by Gods mercy we are now 


entered, wherewithall wee acknowledge 


] our ſelves alſo worthily cxcluded from 


the ſpirituall Communion of Gods peo- 
ple whotly, and every where, till wee re- 


' 'turne by Repentance. 
. - Wee lay the fcare of God conſtrayn- 


cth 


eth us hereunto: feing we cannot other- 
wiſe finde in our hearts cleerely the ſafe- 
ty ofourſoules; a matteraboveall things 
in this world, which wee, and all peoplc 
oughtto have greateſt regard of. 
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Allglory be to God on high, and in 
earth peace, & goodwill towards 

... matt» The grace of our Lord Ic- 
- ; . Iys Chriſt be with us all. £40. 
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_ One way and one heart, 


Cypr. deV nit, E che.. © 
- Credere (f e in Chriſtum quomodo Ss oy 
nonfacit, quod C frm facere pracepit. 


How can one ſay, he believeth in 
Chriſt, who doth not that which Chriſt 


commanderh, 


Calurn. nitit. ln 3; 4 
Eccleſie aiſſipationem, vel ruinam potins, 
& exitium molitur, quiſquis ordinem hunc, 
 dequo diſputamns, & HOC GENPYS regti- 
mints vel abotere ſtudet, vel quaſi minus ne- 
ceſſarium tlenat. 


Hee labourerth the ruine, and deſtruc- 
tionof the Church whoſoever he be, that 
endeayoreth to aboliſh this order, and 
THIS KIND of Government whereof 
wee treate, or maketh light of it as leſſe 
neceſſary. - 
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TITION: TO. THE KINGS MOST 
EXCELLENT CM ATESTIE, BY THE 
Chriſtians notified inthe fore-rehcarſed 
Confeffion and Proteſtation , ( his Ma- 
jeſties ever faithfull Subjeas ) rhatot. 
his good & mercifull diſpoſition it 
would pleaſe him to give them 


Toleration and peace under 
"him in their ſerving of 
God according to their 
ſayd Confeſhon and 
Proteſtation. 


| G Ive "TY judements to the King , 0 God, 
'c ac righteou your to the Kings Sonne. 


da; Oft gracious "OPTION 
S>>/ || your r Joyall and dutifull 
SSC] þ Subjcts notified in the 
US VE forchemted Confeſſion 
I= to 7 and Proteſtation of their F 
faith, being well aſſured 
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.-may worſhip God and ſerve him in your Suppli» | 
-Highncs dominions where they dwell, 
-aker the tenour of their Confeſſion and 
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manner on their bended knees. Beſeech- 


ing you (as in cffect they! formerly did, ! 4m[j 
lo.now againe) to give unto them this !929- | 


. your Majeſtics ſervice, andthatt 
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theirs is honeſt, righteous, godly, charj. | 
a ble, and of neceſlaric importance to. ; 
their ſoules health, yet being alſo in moſt [| 
greivous dangers, & heavy perplexitics, 
ready every howre to. be drawne into 
moſt miſerable diftreſſes and calamities, 
for this their.conſcience and obedience 
to, Gods word , have their recourle to 
your Sacred Majeſtie their onely hope in 
earth, and to.you (as they ought to doc) 
they make their ſute in moſt humble 
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favour, rhat peaccably and quietly they Humble { 
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Yor WE" $6 charters your 
Grace otiely rhatunder Godcan helps, 
andgivens curitiefrom f6ch(wertruſt) 
undeterved*<vills: © Many things induce 

_ us to preſume thus into your Majeſtics 
preſerice, and'to be in-all humble ſub- 
mifſi6 ſuters to your Majeſtic for this fin- 
gvlargracefrom you. Yea;matiy reaſons, 
and ftrong inforcements (as it were) doe 
move us hereunto , which we beſeech 
your Majeſtic graciouſly to licare. Firſt, 
ſeeing this 15 the effent;all order' in thc 
Goſpell ofthe viſible chirthes of Chriſt, 
which we follow : if he have fetany or- 
der of ſpirituall gyvernment ataltin the 
Gofpell,which we verily believe he hath. 
And then wee beſeech-your' Majeſtic 
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'praciouſly to conſider, how can' it'be 
poſhble but that ( for Chriſts glory and 
Rontiur and qutof neceffaryobedience 
and duetie tohim? we 6ughttowalke in 
it,,and hu 
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inftly-thither; backe:againe ; partly 
prev rom thoNfewTeſtament —_ 
w and; tolour-for a Lniverfall 
_ Church yidble induced with goyernmert, - 
| thi: for: ' T) \\Natjonall, -oT Provinciall +49 b 
_ i@burtb independent, as! this in;England | 
nop-is: part yallobepaule they openly 


mane etbat all th miniſteries in Eng- 
darei: 
"X vt will, creation | | 


my ming te: 

porcheoſearl arti b 
fore eonfidering ne what hearte. can To 
Alaſtaineahodue. gtiefe, ſorrowe & ſhame 1514. 
,of this Lndcr, of this diſhonourro on”, | 
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of trfuinpſi ad Hubli to. Aritichrift 
of x 5 er of our land; wherein wee for 
| | qo es canbringe: "tH@other remedie, 
butogr prayers ts God'for:the generall 
ood, and moſthuinblerequeſtsro-your 
Highnes for mercie|terein-toward our | - 
cs, Fourth "for 23'mmoetvas if we | - 
ey deny" thisour faith; andviolate 
our conſcience; ond 'rurnc* backe with 
theimtothe way dfdetivingthe miniſte- | 
ric ſuceeedinglyfromRome, weareiter- 
rified _ the-yery' et iration hereof: 
not onely in thitthis wouk# argue in us If. 
breach of faith-roward God 1 and:dam- || 
nablelevitic in oureonſcience;; but alſo | 
 rZ1i;, webchold a fearfull ſentence inthe#law | 
27.3- 'Oof out land agtinſtallwhichſofay and || - 

| affirme.” Avoyding' th-rcfore this-per. || 
 Plexitie and danger, we havehoway to | 
| ſerve God truely in; but this'which here 
ye profeſſe. And therefore cantdiot bur 
ſeeks : your graciotis favour in perinitting 
vs' with” q ies to erjoye' the ſame. 
;'#hes integrity of our heartes, and 
: tie of our 5 hides towardes your 
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Andtherefore we crave of your Highoes 
hercintobegnod untous. In whatpar. 
cular? That you would affordus, and 
#fignc to, us lome Civill Magiſtrate or 
Magiſtrates qualifyed with- wiſdqme, 
_ . learning, andvertue to be { under your 
_  Highnes) our overſeers for our more 
_ - peaceable, orderly, and dutifulleariage 
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God, and in all other our xMaires, ar 


your pleaſure; To whom with all read 


| _- ncſſeand ſybjection we ave willg to be © 


: 


2 
5 


accomptable and anſwerable alwayes. 
We havenone under 7eſw Chriſt .in our 
wants.and diftreſſes to have recourfe un- 
to, butto your proteftion and goodnes 
ar all times. . Yea whether we obteyne 
mercy at your Majeſties hands, or no: 
Nevertheleſle fill ro yon doe we apply; 
Jour gracs we doc and will attend. And 

together, wee offer with all willing. 
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ay, ! Yor Mafeſtſe retofore difco- 


tferatida fowards the conſciences 


35 more reſi yout royall digriitie, then 
wee irc ugh. Gods grace ) ever have, 
| ſhalſ'ar candoe by the tenourof our o- 
pen RSfefion whichalfoyourMe ajeſties 
+ Tort fiiſ ome it ſeffe f doth well diſcerne: 
©4.4. Yet towards thoſe yaur ſubjectes ( the 
Catholikes') in bra” Kinzly zffeQion & 

-). Clemencic you 
2-4  Intend;no perfecution againſt them for 
bp. 60. conſcience” cauſe, and that * you never 
- Horny thing wo the! charge of any for 
— of confcience. This giveth us to 
reat hope and confidence, and to 
_ ort our ſelycs-upon the lame your 
royall word. And therefore alfo we ad- 
[f] . ventare, to befuters ro your Hyehnes ity 
| f| this our nced, as now weare, forthe dus 
ane Tweere effelite heredf- towards : us; 
wey' on aps will obje& , that we will 
cotertt With our conſcience to 
Our 
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| this: wotld the$reateſt bi 
hefite,wvhictiour hearedeſiretti; 
could comenints#4; Butwedare notex« 
| peQneither doewe atk ſogredtFrvoitrat 
your Majefties' hands; onelyhat in prif 
vate peaceobly we might ſerveGod with 
clire and quiet conſcientes 266 
totheeffe& of our fore remetnbred CO: 
| Ao; we in all lowtlineſfe<crane- but 

your Toteratioti For triettifigs of 2 
Sregation'ts thejointahdcommorn | 
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Weiraliver; ourteli poorer 
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gatipn, Godyeitheris'norcan be ſerved, 
as he-oughtz5be, Wherefore this duty 
we.cannot-in any; ſafety. of conſcience 
relinquiſh. --or neglet', ncither can our 
meetingthus(onel-ina competent C6. 
regation) tan WAY intheleaft meaſure | 
igiall or. ſuſpicious to your | 


igri, _— Gods | 
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flouriſhi ng government hare, 2nd here. | 
nlter 20 pourporedure Mtaynin -of ia || 
ortall honour, and ſoules health. &c. |: 
Thele caller therefore (OGraciqus and |: 


custo.implore this your favour and | 
ſuccor atxhis time; in this behalfe. And | 
fo beingnotignorantof your + ume] | 
Bracio! qe ge times ſhewecd | 
n on ſundry occafions | 
Such ance as this is to our | 
e i Ropet,” and I (pe judge) ro the | 
F [your eternall | 
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nt King ) conſtraine us, and || 


| your gracious and mercifull conſt» — |} 
p.m Beſecching the Almigh- vw 
tie to-bleſle and to honour your = {i 
excellent Majcftie,8 your roy- 
_ allpoſteritic, withallthe or- 
namets of Grace inthis life, 

6 of everlaſting ſalvatis 

hereafter through 
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